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ROCHESTER HAMFEST CELEBRATES 73RD YEAR
ROCHESTER, NY — The 73rd annual Rochester Hamfest and Com-
puter Show returns to the newly remodeled and refurbished Dome Cen-
ter June 1-2-3, 2007. One of the largest amateur radio conventions and 
computer shows in the northeast, the event draws up to 8,000 people 
from New York, neighboring states and Canada every year.

NEW THIS YEAR
Access to the grounds now is from the west Calkins Road gate. Purchase 
or show your ticket(s) at the gate checkpoint while still in your car. The 
main entrance to the buildings has been relocated and is between the 
Dome building and Minett Hall. 

Regular attendee FREE parking is in a newly paved, lighted and lined 
parking lot. The outdoor tailgate flea market has been moved to an area 
just west of the main paved lot.

Handicap parking is in the lot directly across from the former main en-
trance to the Dome Center.

Visit www.rochesterhamfest.org regularly for maps and complete detailed 
and updated information.

The 2007 ARRL Atlantic Division Convention is combined this year with 
the Rochester Hamfest. Meet your League officials at the Convention.

See back cover for daily event schedule.
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A letter from the US Coast Guard Auxiliary

Fellow Hams,

The reason I’m writing to you today is to give you an opportunity to increase your ‘On 
air’ time and help the Coast Guard. As an Amateur Radio Operator and a member of 
the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, I have found both experiences to be rewarding.

The Coast Guard Auxiliary is a civilian branch of the Coast Guard. We wear the 
same uniform but have no police authority, nor are we an armed force. We are more 
like your local volunteer fire dept. The Auxiliary participates in on water search and 
rescue patrols, and stands radio watches at our radio station located at Maxwell Point 
at Edgewood Arsenal.

Our radio station has two VHF radios that are used to contact our patrolling Aux-
iliary boats as well as Coast Guard units. We operate our station on weekends and 
holidays from May through October. We also have several HF radio frequencies and 
mobile VHF stations.

We are looking for some help in manning our radio station and we thought that ‘hams’ 
would be a great source for radio operators. Being a Coast Guard Auxiliarist offers 
many opportunities to participate in our other varied activities.

If you think that the Auxiliary might be something you’re interested in, please contact 
me though the following avenues:

Russell I. Harvey	� home  410-679-0431 
cell  410-370-5383 
email  wa3wfi@msn.com

Thank you for your attention,

Russell I. Harvey, Division Staff Officer Public Education 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 
District 5, Division 13

Joseph Kalista, Captain Division 13	� atsilak@comcast.net 
410-879-2293 cell 410-652-1889

Jeffery Foreman, Vice Captain Division 13	� jeff4man@comcast.net 
410-515-0928 cell 410-207-6200

Donald Magni, 	 captxii@comcast.net 
Division Personnel Services Officer	 410-776-3054 cell 516-446-6990
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GBH&C Report - IT DIDN’T RAIN!!!

The weather was much like last year, but a little less sunny, especially on 
Sunday. Saturday was a great day, with several hundred tailgate spots 

filled. Due to a MarketPro show cancellation, we also picked up a few new 
computer dealers. BARC also operated a consignment table that garnered a 
couple hundred dollars to help the budget. Meeting the income requirements 
for the club budget is a significant challenge as most hamfests shrink in size 
and attendance these days. New this year, we tried 50/50 drawings. We held 
five drawings, awarding over $400. This meant adding another $400 to the 
club’s proceeds. It’s interesting to note that this income came from a total of 
about 300 visitors and club members, while the show attendance numbered 
in the thousands.

Last year, we cut expenses quite a bit. We found more to cut this year. We 
eliminated golf carts, except for one used to move our workers around. We 
also eliminated the equipment truck that has been used to move cones, boxes, 
signs, brooms and all the other odds and ends needed to run a hamfest. We 
store this gear at our club facility in Owings Mills. It was moved this year in 
several pickup trucks, minivans and cars. We also had a new group of young-
sters working with us, thanks to Dave King, KB3HAF. A scout troop from 
Howard County was interested in learning a bit about amateur radio. We 
invited them to perform some public service, so they were there at 6 AM to 
serve as door guards on Saturday. In exchange, we gave them free admission 
and an overview of what amateur radio is all about.

In addition to the usual dealers and exhibits, we had two great forums. The 
first was a person involved with the FCC who came to speak about the new 
testing rules and band plans. Several dozen amateurs enjoyed this presentation. 
The afternoon session was devoted to legislative affairs status and was infor-
mative for the nice crowd that was present. Thanks to Tom Coates, N3IJ for 
arranging these forums!

The AMSAT reps performed a couple demonstrations of communicating on 
VHF through a satellite to other amateurs located too far away for even re-
peater operations to work. These demonstrations lasted five to ten minutes 
(while the satellite was above the horizon), and were well attended.

A presentation of Presidential Service Awards was made. Sharon Dobson, 
K3DUH, started this project to track volunteer hours last year. Workers put 
their hours in to a web page. Any volunteer hours can be used, including 
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for BARC, the PTA and even church work! Many details about the plan are 
available at http://presidentialserviceawards.com/. The awards included a pin a 
certificate. Awards of Bronze, Silver and Gold were made, based on the total 
hours of service.

Special thanks go to Robin Schaefer, AA3SB, chairman, and Bill Dobson, 
N3WD, Treasurer. Without these two people and their hundreds of hours 
of service, there would be no hamfest. Without a hamfest (or some form of 
income), then there would be no club facility and no repeater.

We’ve already started working on next year. Ideas on what to do with the 
Home Arts building and how to attract a bigger public attendance are sorely 
needed. Send these thoughts to info2007 at gbhc.org.�  

GBH&C 2007 Highlight
One of the sat demo’s Sunday morning during the Timonium hamfest. Satel-
lite being worked was AO-51, operator is Joe Jaffer N3PKC. Photos by Jeff 
Griffin KB2M.
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MDC Section News
Echolink Net
The next section-wide Echolink Net will be the usual third Friday on April 20 
at 8:00 p.m. Thanks to John (WB3GXW) Creel for the use of his server, the 
“WASH_DC” node 6154. Also thanks to ASM Al (KZ3AB) Brown for han-
dling the last net in my absence. He reported 17 check-ins, including Acting 
Section Traffic Manager Al (W3YVQ) Nollmeyer and Section Emergency 
Coordinator Doug (KB3HER) Lindsey.

Besides reports from section staff, which are always welcome, reports on club 
or ARES(R) activities or announcements of public service events completed 
or upcoming are encouraged. Sharing ideas is stimulating for our fantastic 
hobby.

Since May 18 coincides with the Dayton Hamvention, there will be no Echo-
link Net that Friday.

Hamfests
On May 6 The Great Hagerstown Hamfest (that is the official name! Check 
the website: http://www.w3cwc.org/HamFests.html), sponsored by the Antie-
tam Radio Association (ARA) will be held, ARA is celebrating 55 years as a 
club. To commemorate this special occasion a piece of free cake will be pro-
vided to all registered attendees.

Don’t miss the auction with ASM Al (KZ3AB) Brown doing auctioneer duty.

On May 27 the MD FM Association Memorial Day Hamfest will be held 
at the Howard County Fairgrounds in West Friendship, MD. For info on 
tailgating, tables, etc., please visit their website: http://www.marylandfm.org/
Hamfest.htm.

Notes on the recent BARC Hamboree at the Timonium Fairgrounds. 
- �10 people joined the ARRL or renewed, including one new life member.

- �Maryland Emergency Phone Net (MEPN) met with 15 in attendance repre-
senting the MEPN, Baltimore Traffic Net (BTN), the Maryland-Delaware-
DC (MDD) Traffic Net, and the Maryland Slow (CW) Net (MSN). ASM 
Al (KZ3AB) was introduced as the MEPN Director.

Discussion was held about voicing radiograms and using Winlink 2000/Air-
mail for traffic handling. - A session was held with a representative from the 



12� The Modulator

FCC who discussed recent rule making and answered questions. - There was 
also a session on our recent legislative efforts and a discussion on our future 
direction. Speakers were State Government Liaison (SGL) Dave (W8AJR) 
Prestel, Tom (N3IJ) Coates, and myself.

Section Appointments
Assistant Section Manager (ASM) for Scouting appointed!

John (W3JJH) Hoge answered my plea in the last newsletter for a volunteer 
to work with amateur radio and scouting. I’d like to thank him for taking on 
that very special task and ask for you to support to him. Following are a few 
words from John:

“Hello, I’m John Hoge, W3JJH. I’ve recently been drafted as an Assistant 
Section Manager to handle the MDC Section’s liaison with Scouting. I need 
help. If YOU are a member of the League and a Scout or Scouter, please send 
me an email to let me know who you are.

You may contact me at w3jjh@arrl.net.

Many of us are Radio Merit Badge Counselors or help with the Jamboree on 
the Air, but there’s more we can do. If you would like to become active (or more 
active) working with amateur radio and Scouting, let me know that too.

I’m working with my own District and beginning contacts with the five Boy 
Scout Councils that serve Maryland and DC. I’d like to see a ham in each 
District as an official point of contact between Scouting and the League.

Scouting isn’t just for boys; we need Girl Scout Leaders as well.

73, John, W3JJH

Section Traffic Manager
Al (W3YVQ) Nollmeyer, who has been the Acting STM, has been officially ap-
pointed as the STM. Thanks to him for keeping all the records for the traffic nets 
in order. For the folks who are upgrading to HF privileges, please check my web-
site (www.arrl-mdc.net) for information on traffic handling (Al literally wrote the 
book) and how to participate in our local National Traffic System Nets.

A new ARES Emergency Coordinator (EC) for Prince George’s County has 
been appointed.
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Many thanks to Ken (KB3IIE) Greenhouse for his past work as the EC 
for Prince George’s County. He’s worked hard getting several Memoranda of 
Understanding with the county Office of Emergency Management (OEM), 
the hospitals, and the American Red Cross to the point where they are ready 
for signature. Ken has requested to step back and with great regret, we will 
certainly honor that request.

Dan (KA8YPY) Blasberg, the RACES Officer for Prince George’s County 
has been appointed as the new EC. Dan and Ken have enjoyed a close work-
ing relationship.

A new ARES Emergency Coordinator (EC) for Frederick County has been 
appointed. Many thanks to Eric (N8AAY) Gammeter for his 11 years of 
service as an EC for Frederick County. Thanks to Jeff (KB3FIO) Fishman 
for taking on the post.

Missed This For Last Newsletter
Murray (K3BEQ) Green sent me some info for the last newsletter and I 
completely missed it. My apologies to the Green Mountain Repeater Associa-
tion.

�GMRA Provides Communications Support for the National Marathon The 
Green Mountain Repeater Association’s 146.610 repeater in Cheverly, Mary-
land provided communications support for the National Marathon on March 
24, 2007. The repeater was used from about 5:30 am to 1:30 pm by a num-
ber of local amateur radio operators. Observations from several sources stated 
that the operation was very professional especially by the Net Control Stations. 
“The way a net should be run in my opinion,” said Murray (K3BEQ) Green.

Dayton Hamvention
The Dayton Hamvention will be held from Friday May 18 through Sunday 
May 20. For more information please visit: http://www.hamvention.org/. Diane 
(AA3OF) Zimmerman the Volunteer Examiner Coordinator for the Laurel VEC 
will be carpooling to Dayton with ASM Al, Fran (W3SCC) Little, and me.

Congratulations to the Laurel VEC for handling the exams at Dayton this 
year. The Laurel VEC has recently moved into third place in terms of the 
amount of tests administered by its national Volunteer Examiner teams.

Field Day
Field Day planning is well underway. If you’d like ASM Al KZ3AB and me 
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to visit your Field Day site, please send some directions. We’ll be mobile ATV 
and other modes again this year if you’d like a contact for your log.

We’re putting together a package of material for greeting the legislators that 
you have invited that is geared toward getting the delegates and senators to 
view our legislation favorably when it is re-introduced this year.

If you would like to participate in Field Day at the Armed Forces Retirement 
Home in D.C., please contact Allan (KH6ILR) Hubbert at kh6ilr@yahoo.
com. It will be in a field but close to excellent food and bathroom facilities.

Maryland-DC QSO Party
Mark the weekend of August 11-12 to put the section on the air. For infor-
mation please visit http://www.w3cwc.org/funcontest.htm. Fun for clubs and 
individuals.

Section Convention
If any clubs would like to sponsor our ARRL Section Convention this year, 
please contact me, WI3N@arrl.org.

Ongoing Work To Be Done
Public Information Officer (PIO) - Each ARRL Affiliated Club and ARES 
group should have a PIO. It is critical to the life of our organization to give 
your club, ARES group, and amateur radio in general much more visibility 
than we have. Why is it that when someone does something really interest-
ing, or is involved in a rewarding experience, they tell everyone around them 
about it, but when it comes to amateur radio, we just talk among ourselves? 
Let’s get the word out! Club presidents and ARES ECs, please send me the 
name of an ARRL member who would like to get the word out for you.

Finally...
Keep checking my website: http://www.arrl-mdc.net often for the updates. If 
you have news for this newsletter, or suggestions, please let me know.

A copy of the current ARRL Maryland-DC Section News may always be 
found by clicking on http://www.arrl.org/sections/MDC.html. You will also 
find the Section Traffic Manager’s report on that site. ECs are asked to be sure 
to provide a liaison from their local nets to the NTS.

73, 
Jim WI3N 
WI3N@arrl.org�
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Atlantic Division Bulletin
April 16, 2007 Bulletin Number 2007-04

NEWINGTON, CT, Apr 16, 2007 — In March, the ARRL posted its position 
statement regarding the American Red Cross background check policy for volun-
teers. This updates information the League has obtained about that program.

ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, and Chief Technology Officer 
Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, met March 20 at American Red Cross offices in Wash-
ington, DC, with two attorneys from the Red Cross General Counsel’s office 
and two management-level staff members from Red Cross Disaster Services.

ARRL asked the Red Cross staff if ARRL ARES volunteers would be subject 
to the American Red Cross background check if they are providing com-
munications for more than seven days. The position of the Red Cross is that 
ARES volunteers would not be permitted to provide communications at a 
disaster site for more than seven days without submitting to the Red Cross 
background check procedure.

Discussion was then held regarding the Red Cross announcement that credit 
checks and mode-of-living checks would not be conducted. ARRL’s stated 
concern was that the ARC background investigation consent form states that 
a consumer report and/or an investigative consumer report — which includes 
certain credit checks and includes mode of living checks — will be obtained 
on the volunteer signing the form.

The ARRL team asked if the Red Cross would be willing to modify the con-
sent form so that it limits the authority granted by the person signing the 
form to criminal background checks only. The Red Cross representatives did 
not indicate a willingness to modify the consent form.

The ARRL team also suggested alternatives to the Red Cross investigation 
firm, MyBackgroundCheck.com. ARRL was given an indication that the Red 
Cross is also unwilling to accept background checks conducted by other enti-
ties, because the Red Cross would be required to compare the methodologies 
of its selected entity with those of the alternative background-check provider.

ARRL reiterates its recommendation that members carefully review any con-
sent document permitting a private organization to conduct a background in-
vestigation on that person. The current Red Cross background check consent 
form does include permission, without further consent from the volunteer, 



to conduct a consumer report and/or an investigative consumer report. The 
Federal Trade Commission and Federal statutes define investigative consumer 
reports as including a mode-of-living check as well as certain credit checks.

ARRL will not suggest what organizations or agencies should or should not 
be supported by volunteer Amateur Radio communications. ARRL does wish 
to facilitate the provision of volunteer services, however.

ARRL Atlantic Division 
Director: William Edgar, N3LLR 
n3llr@arrl.org

Rochester Hamfest  
and Computer Show

June 1-2-3, 2007

MONROE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
Route 15A-Rochester, NY

TIMETABLE
Friday, June 1:

6:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Outdoor Flea Market
12:00 noon-5:30 p.m. Dome Exhibit Hall

6:30 p.m. Annual Awards Dinner

Saturday, June 2:
6:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Outdoor Flea Market

8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Dome Exhibit Hall
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Programs

Sunday, June 3:
6:00 a.m.- 1:30 p.m. Outdoor Flea Market

8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Dome Exhibit Hall
Thursday Exhibitor Setup Times:

Dome Exhibit Hall: 3:00 p.m.


