MOodulator

Newsletter of the Baltimore Amateur Radio Club



MODULATOR

published by The Baltimore Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 120
Reisterstown, MD 21136

For Information, dial 410-HAM-TALK
Club website: http://www.baltarc.com
Hamboree website: http://iwww.gbhc.org

Staff
Editor Doug Wittich N3VEJ 410-256-0257
Graphic Artist/Production Mgr.  Tom Henry KB3JQP atarrl.net 410-882-6461
Club Officers
President Joe Krysztoforski ~ AJ3X
Vice President Hale Adams N3NYC
Treasurer William Dobson  N3WD
Recording Secretary Norm Lorenzen  KB3CGZ
Corresponding Secretary Henry Lee 111 KB1PE
Members at Large Steve Rifkin KA3ZMN
Ed Kriston K3CAV
Committee Chairmen
Public Information Doug Wittich N3VEJ at arrl.net
Hamboree Robin Schaefer AA3SB at arrl.net  410-247-0578
Repeater Phil Hebert N3CDY at comcast.net
License Testing Rusty Schaefer N3WKE at arrl.net  410-247-0578
W3FT Trustee Doug Wittich N3VE]J at arrl.net
Membership Hale Adams N3NYC
Legislative Affairs Team Tom Coates N3IJ at comcast.net 410-933-9344
Programs Tom Coates N31J at comcast.net

Items for The Modulator should be sent by the 5th of the previous month, to:

Editor
The Modulator, 3607 Klausmier Rd
Baltimore, MD 21236
or email to modulator at baltarc.com.

The club meets at 7:30 pm. the first and third Wednesday of every month in the club facility
at 12360 Owings Mills Blvd., 3/10 mile south of Bond Ave. See ADC map page 16-D8.
Complete directions web page http://www.baltarc.com/directions.htm or call the Club Facility
at 410-526-4263.

VE Testing: First weekend of each month. Contact Rusty, N3WKE at arrl.net

Copyright 2005, Baltimore Amateur Radio Club, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



Table of Contents

BARC Scholarship Winners ANNOUNCE ...........cccvevvereiieieeie s 3
Upcoming Hamfests .........coveiieiiiiiccccece e 3
Riley Hollingsworth to Amateur Radio Community: “Lighten up!”..4
VE Report - JUIY 2006 ........ccoueiieiieieiie e 9
FOP SAIE ... 10
BARC 59th Celebration............cccovueiieiieieiiiesese e 11

BARC Scholarship Winners Announced

Baltimore Amateur Radio Club Scholarships (5)

Elizabeth Albert-Bruninga, WE4APR Glen Burnie, MD - $1000
Matthew P. Hebert, K3MPH Owings Mills, MD - $1000

Adam J. Lowe, KB3LYH Hebron, MD - $1000

Victor Curtis, KB3BTD Cheltenham, MD - $1000

Ernie Dobos Memorial Scholarship - $1500
Rebecca Milton, KB3GFG Sykesville, MD

Upcoming Hamfests

Date Name Contact Phone email
13Aug2006  7th Annual Carroll Bill Neeriemer, 301-829-8791 bneeriemer@verizon.net
County Tailgate Fest W3STG

Here are some links to keep up with section news.
Bookmark them, and check them frequently!

www.arrl-mdc.net and www.arrl.org/sections/MDC.html



Riley Hollingsworth
to Amateur Radio
Community:“Lighten up!”

ometimes, amateur radio demonstrates

that our technical skills are a little
sharper than our “people” skills. Riley Hol-
lingsworth spoke about this at Dayton. We
reprint from the ARRL, August QST page
64. Thank’s to Bob, W3TRG for pointing
this column out, it bears repeating

Special Counsel in the FCC Spectrum Enforcement Division Riley Holling-
sworth advised those attending the FCC forum at Dayton Hamvention 2006
to try kindness instead of confrontation when problems arise on the bands.
Hollingsworth spoke May 20 to a nearly full house at Hara Arena, and for the
most part he praised the behavior of the majority of Amateur Radio opera-
tors, especially those who volunteered in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina
last year. But, he noted, radio amateurs still could be more courteous and less
inclined to fly off the handle at some perceived on-the-air offense.

“You need to lighten up and not embarrass the Amateur Radio Service,” Hol-
lingsworth advised. “All of us make mistakes, especially with the new features
you have on radios today. It's very easy to make a mistake, to be on the wrong
frequency or be operating split and not know it--there’s a hundred ways to
make mistakes.” Hollingsworth said experience has shown him that at least
75 percent of the interference complained about is absolutely unintentional.

In Hollingsworth’s view, radio amateurs all too often are hypersensitive and
rude. “We have a radar going to detect offenses at all times, we assume the
worst in people, we rarely give people the benefit of the doubt,” he said. He
joked that if there were three amateurs in a town, there would be two Ama-
teur Radio clubs.

“And there’ll be two hamfests with 20 people each, because they wouldn't
dare consolidate them,” he added.

“Stupid Filter”

Hollingsworth acknowledged that “certain problem operators” remain, but
the real troublemakers are rarely the newcomers to Amateur Radio. “If there’s
a downfall in Amateur Radio, it won't be caused by no-code Technicians or
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codeless anything else,” he said. “It’ll be caused by the microphone--no doubt
in my mind.” He advised his audience to ignore the troublesome operators
and not give them the attention they crave by engaging them on the air.

“Now, think about it: If what you're hearing annoys you, or angers you or is
stupid, use the ‘stupid filter,” which is that big knob—that VVFO that will take
you somewhere else,” he quipped. “It’s the largest knob on the radio.” He rec-
ommended moving to another frequency or even another band altogether.

Words of Praise
Hollingsworth praised the Volunteer
Examiner program as “outstanding”
and noted there had not been a single
complaint in the past year stemming
from an examination session. He also
said the Amateur Radio community
should have a greater appreciation for
what the ARRL is doing on its behalf.

“Most of you have no idea how much
work is done in Newington for you and
Hollingsworth met with forum audience  the Amateur Radio Service generally,”

members after his talk, including Py w ; .
Marcia Forde, KW1U (center),and ARRL he said. "I Se? it every day, but | think
Connecticut Section Manager Betsey you_ha\{e no idea of the hard work a_nd
Doane, K1EIC. dedication that comes out of that office

up there, and | don't think we would be there if it weren't for [the League].”

“This country’s communications infrastructure needs Amateur Radio,” Hol-
lingsworth emphasized, praising Amateur Radio’s overall performance follow-
ing Hurricane Katrina. “You have a tremendous amount to be proud of.”

He also suggested that radio amateurs have an obligation to stay informed
about what’s going on in Amateur Radio that might affect their activities.
“You have to not only keep up, you have to lead the way, because it’s in your
charter,” he said, pointing to §97.1 of the Amateur Service rules.

No Comment on Code Issue

Hollingsworth noted at the start of his talk that he could not address any
questions dealing with the FCC’s long-awaited decision on the Morse code
requirement (Element 1), because he works in the Commission’s Enforce-

continued on page 8
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